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old Democratic “Solid South.” For more than a 
century, most southern voters were “yellow-dog 
Democrats,” meaning they would sooner vote for 
a yellow dog than for a Republican. From 1880 to 
1944, all 11 states of the old Confederacy voted 
for Democrats in every presidential election—
with a couple of exceptions in 1920 and 1928. 
These states elected only Democrats and a few 
independents as governor, and they elected only 
Democrats to the U.S. Senate after popular voting 
for senators began in 1916.30 The Democratic 
hegemony in the South began to break up with 
the civil rights era that began, roughly, with the 
elections of 1948.

Party control in individual states has tended to 
seesaw in most states in recent decades, with 

either major party having a shot of winning the 
governorship or control of the legislative cham-
bers. One reason is the increased mobility of the 
American population. In the past, people put 
down roots and perpetuated the political cultures 
of their families, but today the country’s popula-
tion is constantly shifting. The many northeast-
erners who have moved into the South, for 
example, do not hold the same cultural memory 
of the Civil War that kept many conservatives 
from supporting Republicans. Immigrants to 
California have made the state more Democratic—
Republicans politically misplayed their hand with 
California Hispanics by pushing an anti-immi-
grant ballot initiative during the 1990s. But peo-
ple leaving California have made other states 
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